173rd Derby (Heatherton) Scout Group
Welcome Pack


Dear parent /guardian,

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome your child to the 173rd Derby Scout group, and we hope that they will enjoy their time with us.  This welcome pack gives you a little information about the Group and helps you to understand where your child fits in.
Within the pack you will find a list of contact names and numbers of all the leaders and executive committee members, together with a copy of our child protection policies, and current charges.
There are a number of forms (available on the website) that we would like you to complete and return: -

· Gift Aid Declaration - This only need be completed if you are a tax-payer and only once, but it will enable us to claim back tax, as we are a registered charity.
· Use of Photograph Consent – This enables us to use photographs of your child to promote the group through the media.
· Section Record Card – This details medical history of your child, in case of emergency.
· Shirt Order Form - We have group polo and T-shirts available.  They are bottle green, have our distinctive logo on them and are ideal to wear under uniforms for an extra layer in winter or for wearing instead of uniform tops in the warmer summer months.  They are a great way of feeling part of the group and allow us to identify our young people when out and about.


In addition, you may be required to complete a Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) form. We often require help from parents, for example in the transporting of children to events, and this can only be done by parents who have been checked by the CRB. 

If you require any additional information you may contact any of the leaders who will be pleased to help you.

Thank you for your support.

Julie Jenney
Group Scout Leader
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Scouts:
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You can also contact the Leaders or Executive Committee through our website at: -

www.heathertonscouts.com
Or via e-mail on

exec@heathertonscouts.com
Background Information.
The 173rd Derby (Heatherton) Scout Group was formed in November 1999, when the Beaver Colony held their first meeting.  Initially Griffe field primary school was used as the venue, before moving to the Haven Christian Centre, on Hollybrook Way.  The Cub pack followed later, first meeting in March 2000, and lastly came the Scout Troop, which held their first meeting in September 2001.

All sections enjoy a full programme, with a brief outline shown below.  Along with the individual sections we try to run several activities together as a Group, so that all children have the chance to meet together.  Such activities have included trips to places such as Conkers and Cadbury World, and fun days held at Drum Hill.  Children are given the opportunity to build on their skills as they progress through the Group, with activities becoming increasingly challenging.  Community activities, health and fitness, badge work and church parades, also form an important part of the scouting programme. 

Beaver Colony.

The Beaver Scouts meet on a Wednesday evening from 5.00 to 6.00 p.m.
They have a very full programme including many craft activities.  The Beavers have the chance to work towards badges, which will challenge them and form the groundwork for the children as they progress through the Group.  The beavers also enjoy fun days out and activities specifically designed for them. Visitors are often invited along to meetings so that the children can learn about the community around them.
The beavers are for children in the age range from 6 to 8.

Cub Pack.

The Cub Scouts meet on a Wednesday evening from 6.15 to 7.30p.m.
The cubs are given an opportunity to build on the skills they have gained in the beavers, and also learn many more practical skills such as first aid, map reading skills and pioneering.  There are many badges the cubs can aim to achieve, throughout there time in the pack.  Many outdoor activities are enjoyed and weekends away are included in the programme.
The cubs are for children in the age range from 8 to 10 and a half.

Scout Troop.

The Scouts meet on a Wednesday evening from 7.30 to 9.00p.m.
Scouts enjoy many outdoor activities learning many more practical skills, including cooking on open fires and camping skills.  Rifle shooting has also proved to be a popular activity.  Badge work again forms part of the programme.  The scouts will usually have the opportunity to show off their newly acquired skills in competitions throughout the year.
The scouts are for children in the age range from 10 and a half to 14.   

Charges


In order to ensure the continuous running of the group the charges are set out as follows:

Group Fee

There is a £15-00 charge when members are invested into the Group. This goes towards the purchase of neckerchief, books, and badges. Lost items will need to be purchased at cost price.

Weekly Subs
Beavers

£12.00 per half term

Cubs

£15.00 per half term

Scouts

£15.00 per half term

If there are any problems with making the payments as outlined above then it may be possible to arrange for subs to be paid on a weekly basis.

Additional Costs

Some activities may need to be charged separately where these attract additional costs.  These will be notified by leaders as and when appropriate.  Please note that some basic uniform will need to be purchased. This can be purchased from outlets such as The Famous Army Stores, Morleys, or The Scout Shop.  Please note that the scout shop is only open on Monday and Thursday evenings.  Uniform can also be purchased online from Outdoors at www.outdoors.ltd.uk 

We appreciate that some parents may find it difficult to purchase uniform as their child joins the Group, and a period of several weeks will be permitted where a child will be excused from wearing uniform.  Leaders may have some items of recycled uniform available for a small charge.  On leaving the Group all donations of uniform will be gladly received.
Fund Raising
To keep charges to a minimum, fund raising activities are undertaken throughout the year.  You will be notified of such events.  If you have any ideas for fundraising could you please let either a leader, or a member of the Group Executive know.
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